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Celebrate Celebrate 
Autumn!Autumn!
I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E

Our Neighbour of the year

The Great Pumpkin Carve-Off !

Thinking Green ... Living Greener



Minto Living     Autumn 2007

 This is the time of year when we 

fondly look back on the long lazy days 

of summer and begin to buckle down 

and get back into the routine.

People are out there in full force wielding 

rakes and giving the mower that fi nal push 

of the year. Then there are the rest of us in 

apartments who are lucky to just sit back, 

relax and take in the best of fall. That’s when 

we realize that making a house a home is 

more than the bricks and mortar instead 

it’s all about the people we live with and 

share life’s experiences. This month we’ll 

meet some of those house-warmers. 

People who give of themselves and of their 

time to a cause that’s close to home and 

others who take exceptional pride in 

their homes and communities.      
We always invite your suggestions 
and comments. Please write to us at
 living@minto.com with suggestions 
for articles you’d like to see. We’ll publish 
your letters and award the winner with 
a special thank you.

Minto Living is a regular publication 
of Minto Urban Communities Inc. 

Contact us by mail at Minto Living 
c/o Minto Urban Communities Inc.
2239 Yonge Street, Toronto, ON   M4S 2B5 
or email living@minto.com

SANTA’S HELPER – OUR NEIGHBOUR OF THE YEAR!
Last issue we asked for your help fi nding the “Minto Neighbour of the Year” and, 
after careful deliberation, we have a winner! You told us some wonderful stories 
and we’d like to thank everyone who submitted a nomination. It seems you’ve 
got  some pretty great neighbours out there! There was one story that really left 
a lasting impression on us. Here’s what Sharon had to say about Mary, a fantastic 
lady living in one of our London buildings.

LIFE IS A JOURNEY

The people we meet during our life journeys are teachers and leaders. We learn from 
them – some good, some bad, but there’s a lesson to be learned from them all.
There’s a person I’d love to tell you about, and nominate for “Neighbour of the Year”. 
Her name is Mary, and she’s lived in our building since 2002 with her husband and son.
Mary is a cancer survivor, almost to her 5-year mark. With all that’s going on 
in her life, I can’t believe all that she does for people.
To start with, she leads the Coff ee Club in our building. She took it over from 
a couple that has just recently moved to a senior’s home, though they came back 
in August to celebrate a birthday.
The Coff ee Club meets every Monday and Thursday. They sit, have coff ee, talk 
to each other about their families and what’s going on with them – just regular 
life issues. They are a great support team to each other and to many of the other 
residents. As part of the club, Mary ensures that all the senior folks get to the bank, 
grocery store, and to their doctor’s appointments.  
Whenever she knows someone has a birthday coming or is in the hospital, she 
presents them with a card or bakes a cake. When my husband had his surgery in 
March, Mary had the Coff ee Club sign great big get well card, and she called me 
every day to check on him. We feel so blessed to live here and share our home 
with these people.  
Last year our building adopted a women’s 
shelter for Christmas. We collected toys, food 
and used clothing. Mary came to see me the 
other day and we talked about Christmas. She 
said, “We better get started early this year and 
double what we did last Christmas.”
I don’t think I’ve ever met anyone like her I 
once asked her what makes her give so much 
and she said, “I was born on Christmas Eve. 
That’s what I’m supposed to do. I’m Santa’s helper.”
I have never seen her without a smile or a 
friendly, “Hello! How are ya?” I really hope 
we never lose our Mary. She is what makes 
White Oak Gates “home”.

To celebrate a wonderful woman who gives 
so much of herself to her community, Minto will 
be making a $100 donation in Mary’s name, to a charity of her choice. 
Congratulations, and thank-you Mary!    

This is the time

fondly look back on the

   
Please be reminded that fully open windows create the potential 
danger of children falling out. Window screens are not suffi  cient 
protection, as they are not designed to prevent falls. If you have 
children living in, or visiting your suite, we highly recommend 

that you ensure that window safety restrictors are installed 
and are operable. If you would like to have your window 
safety restrictors inspected or installed please contact  
your Minto Resident Services Centre.

Window Safety

Mary Ball, Minto Neighbour of the Year, and 
Patrick Colford, Community Manager, cut the 
ribbon at the newly renovated party room 
where the White-Oak Gates Coff ee Club meets. 
Mary leads the Coff ee Club – just one of the 
reasons she was nominated for the Neighbour 
of the Year contest. 



Satellite Dishes
As the fall television season gets underway, some of you may be wondering wheth-
er or not you are allowed to install satellite dishes. The answer, in many cases, is yes!
Satellite dishes are permitted in most Minto garden homes, townhomes, or apartment 
buildings with balconies. However, to protect the physical exterior of the building, the 
appearance of our homes, and the saftey of our residents, there are some regulations 
regarding where and how the dishes can be installed. 

You must have approval from Minto to install your satellite dish.
Satellite dishes are to be installed at the resident’s expense.  
They may be located on a balcony or in the exclusive use area of the home’s 
backyard. In these locations, the dish must be installed on a free-standing and 
self-supporting pole, and must not exceed 24” in diameter and 6 feet in height.
In townhomes and garden homes where there is no exclusive use backyard 
area, satellite dishes may be installed on one of the windowsills. In this case, 
the dish may not exceed 24” in diameter and must be secured in such a way 
as not to damage the windowsill or frame.
No equipment of any kind will be installed in the common area or attached 
to the exterior of the building.
Residents will be responsible for the repair of any damages incurred as a result 
of the installation.  
Equipment must be removed upon request, to permit Minto to complete any 
necessary repairs to the property.
The aff ected area must be restored to its original condition prior to vacating
the premises. Otherwise, the resident must reimburse Minto for all costs 
incurred plus an administration fee.

Before you install your satellite dish, please visit your Resident Services Centre 
to confi rm that dishes are allowed at your property, and to sign a satellite 
installation agreement.  

The bats are in the belfries, 
the cobwebs are rustling, and spooky pumpkin faces are leering 
at us from all corners. It’s Halloween, and we are launching the fi rst 
ever Minto Pumpkin Carving contest. 
We want you to share your spooky creations with us!
Send pictures of your pumpkins by mail to Jaime Judd at Minto 
Developments Limited, 1051 Baxter Rd, Unit 22B, Ottawa On K2C 3P2. 
Or email them in digital format to jjudd@minto.com. The three 
 most creative entries will be printed in our Winter edition.

Thinking Green … Living Greener. 

News and Events from the Communities of Minto
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Thinking Green … Living Greener. 
As an industry leader, Minto continues to 

successfully reduce  the company’s carbon 

footprint through embracing energy 

initiatives and new green technology. 

But one of the hardest and most 

important things we need to do 

is promote an “eco-smart” culture 

of conservation. Your desire for 

change is what will ultimately make a 

diff erence to protecting our environment 

and combating global warming.  

    Ten Things You Can Do

1. Change a light. Replacing one regular 

light bulb with a compact fl uorescent 

light bulb will save 150 pounds of 

carbon dioxide a year. 

2. Drive less. Walk, bike, carpool or take 

transit.  You’ll save one pound of carbon 

dioxide for every mile you don’t drive. 

3. Recycle more. You can save 2,400 pounds 

of carbon dioxide per year by recycling 

just half of your household waste.

4. Check your tires. Keeping your tires 

infl ated properly can improve gas 

mileage by more than 3%.

5. Use less hot water. By installing low fl ow 

showerheads and washing your clothes 

in cold or warm water.

6. Avoid products with a lot of packaging.  

Save 1,200 pounds of carbon dioxide 

by cutting down your garbage by 10%.

7. Adjust your thermostat. Moving your ther-

mostat just two degrees either way can save 

2,000 pounds of carbon dioxide a year. 

8. Plant a tree. A single tree will absorb one 

tonne of carbon dioxide over its lifetime. 

9. Turn off  electronic devices. Simply 

turning off  your TV, DVD and computer 

can save thousands of pounds of 

carbon dioxide a year.

Spread the word!
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We Have Joined The Crime-Free
Multi-Housing Program
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Crystal Beach
2-3 Ullswater Drive
613-216-1565

Bayshore
98 Woodridge Crescent
613-828-2751

Sophia Residences
91 Valley Stream Drive

613-829-9489

Parkway Park
1-1399 Highgate Road

613-667-9691

Aventura
20 Deerfield Drive

613-727-8333

Navaho
10 Deerfield Drive

613-225-0493

Tanglewood
15A Woodfield Drive

613-216-1307
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Parkwood Hills West
1343 Meadowlands Drive

613-224-0091

Parkwood Hills East
1186 Meadowlands Drive

613-786-7920

Skyline
32 Eleanor Drive

613-274-0002

Castle Hill
1000 Castle Hill Crescent

613-274-7341

Westview
1-1427 Laperriere Avenue

613-216-1186

Panorama/Jubilee
14 Timberline Private - Chapman Mills

613-823-8948

Carlisle
221 Lyon Street

613-782-2227
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21 James & 420 Gilmour
At Bank Street

613-239-0003

Norwood
99 Cartier Street

613-216-1609

Executive
305 Metcalfe Street

613-216-1609

Carousel
2750 Carousel Crescent

613-737-5603

Brant
366 Brant Street

613-216-2709

1541/1551/1591 Riverside Dr. 
1551 Riverside Drive - Office for all 3

613-523-9650

Elmridge
1998 Beaconwood Drive - Office

613-749-9982
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Get More. Rent Minto.
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Castle View
1755 Riverside Drive

613-274-7716

Faircrest
1833 Riverside Drive

613-247-7716

Riverview/Coronation
5-623 Chadburn Avenue

613-216-2709

Beaconwood Village
1998 Beaconwood Drive

613-749-9982

Aspen Village
1749 Aspenview Way

613-824-0266

Forestview
650 Woodcliffe Private

613-590-2268

The 2007 Communities in Bloom contest may 
have been the best yet! We had entries from every 
community and many beautiful gardens to choose 
from. Competition was fi erce, but one green 
thumb rose above the rest. Congratulations to 
Mike Ducharme from our Bayshore community.
As you can see from the photo, his eff ort 
paid off  with a striking garden and he 
was awarded a $200 Home Depot gift card. 

unity.

d.


